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Bette Crigger, PhD is Director of Ethics Policy and Secretary of the Council on Ethical & 

Judicial Affairs at the American Medical Association.  Bette came to the AMA from the 

National Center for Ethics in Health Care at the Veterans Health Administration in 

Washington, DC, where she served as chief of ethics communications with editorial 

responsibility for all center publications. Prior to her appointment with VA, Dr. Crigger 

was a member of the professional staff of The Hastings Center. Dr. Crigger holds a PhD 

in anthropology and linguistics from The University of Chicago. 

 

Sharon P. Douglas, MD is Professor of Medicine and Associate Dean for VA Education at 

the University of Mississippi School of Medicine. She graduated from the University of 

Mississippi School of Medicine, where she also did residency training in Internal 

Medicine and fellowship training in Pulmonary Medicine.  She currently teaches ethics 

to medical students, internal medicine residents, and pulmonary fellows at the 

University of Mississippi School of Medicine. Dr. Douglas, who was elected to CEJA in 

2005, has a special interest in palliative care.  

 

Norman Kahn Jr., MD, is the Executive Vice President and CEO of the Council of Medical 

Specialty Societies. Prior to joining CMSS, Kahn was vice president for science and 

education at the American Academy of Family Physicians.  A graduate of the University 

of Kansas School of Medicine, Kansas City, Kahn completed his residency at the 

University of California-San Francisco General Hospital Family and Community Medicine 

Residency Program. He has held a variety of positions in addition to his experience with 

the AAFP, including establishing a rural family medicine practice in Hughson, Calif., and 

serving as director of both a community-based and a university-based family medicine 

residency program. He also served as special assistant to the dean for the California 

Area Health Education Center. In addition, Kahn has served as the AAFP's representative 

on the CMSS Council for six years. 

 


