
Michael W. Painter, J.D., M.D., a distinguished physician, attorney, 

health care policy advocate, and 2003-2004 Robert Wood Johnson (RWJF) 

health policy fellow, is a senior program officer and a senior member of the 

RWJF Quality/Equality Team. In 2003-2004, Painter was a Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation health policy fellow with the office of Senator William H. 

Frist, M.D., former majority leader. Dr. Painter describes this role as an 

extraordinary opportunity to employ both his medical and his legal expertise 

in helping to formulating health care policy at the national level. Prior to that, 

he was the chief of medical staff at the Seattle Indian Health Board, a 

community health center serving urban American Indians and Alaska 

Natives. Painter led that clinic’s award-winning diabetes team. He has a 

clinical faculty appointment with the University of Washington, Department 

of Family Medicine. Painter served as the co-chair for the 2002-2003 
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